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Enter the Process Early
and Stay Late
• At each step of the budget cycle it
becomes more difficult to get dollars
added
• Don’t give up at any stage in the cycle
• Once you obtain funding continue to follow
the process

It Begins and Ends With The
Agency
• Advocate in the summer for money to be
included as an agency budget option
• If possible show savings or cost offsetsmake it budget neutral
• Make the program spending work for the
agency- administrative simplicity
The budget dollars mean nothing
unless the agency implements and
spends

Three Key Part of the Budget
• The Line Item (SID) Appropriation –
Shows the fund, department, line item,
and dollar amount
• Back of the Budget Language – used to
provide detail on use of the dollars, to
transfer dollars, and to carry money
forward
• Budget Implementers – Provides legal
authority for budget expenditures

Line Item

2012-2013

LEGISLATIVE
LEGISLATIVE MANAGEMENT
Personal Services
Other Expenses
Equipment

Flag Restoration

[$ 48,753,708]

$45,260,629

[17,611,168]

14,833,232

316,000

75,000

Minor Capital Improvements

265,000

Interim Salary/Caucus Offices

464,100

Connecticut Academy of Science and
Engineering

100,000

Old State House

616,523

Interstate Conference Fund

380,584

New England Board of Higher Education

194,183

AGENCY TOTAL

[68,776,266]

62,505,251

Back of the Budget
Sec. 11. (Effective July 1, 2012) (a) The unexpended
balance of funds appropriated in section 67 of public act
11-61 to the Office of Financial and Academic Affairs for
Higher Education, Other Expenses, for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2012, for the purpose of developing a
strategic master plan for higher education in
Connecticut, shall not lapse on June 30, 2012. Such
funds shall be transferred to Legislative Management as
follows: (1) $ 28,854 to Connecticut Academy of Science
and Engineering for the purpose of a study to evaluate
the effectiveness of state programs to provide a skilled
workforce, and (2) the balance of such funds to Other
Expenses for the purpose of developing a strategic
master plan for higher education in Connecticut, for the
fiscal year ending June 30, 2013.

Budget Implementer
•
•
•
•
•
•

Senate Bill No. 501
June 12 Special Session, Public Act No. 12-2
AN ACT IMPLEMENTING CERTAIN PROVISIONS CONCERNING GOVERNMENT ADMINISTRATION.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Assembly convened:
Section 1. Subsection (a) of section 46a-13k of the 2012 supplement to the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective from passage):
(a) There is established, within the Office of Governmental Accountability established under section 1-300, an
Office of the Child Advocate. The Governor, with the approval of the General Assembly, shall appoint a person
with knowledge of the child welfare system and the legal system to fill the Office of the Child Advocate. Such
person shall be qualified by training and experience to perform the duties of the office as set forth in section 46a13l. Upon any vacancy in the position of Child Advocate, the advisory committee established pursuant to section
46a-13r shall meet to consider and interview successor candidates and shall submit to the Governor a list of not
fewer than five and not more than seven of the most outstanding candidates, not later than sixty days after the
occurrence of said vacancy, except that upon any vacancy in said position occurring after January 1, 2012, but
before the effective date of this section, the advisory committee shall submit such list to the Governor on or before
July 31, 2012. Such list shall rank the candidates in the order of committee preference. Not later than eight weeks
after receiving the list of candidates from the advisory committee, the Governor shall designate a candidate for
Child Advocate from among the choices on such list. If at any time any of the candidates withdraw from
consideration prior to confirmation by the General Assembly, the designation shall be made from the remaining
candidates on the list submitted to the Governor. If, not later than eight weeks after receiving the list, the Governor
fails to designate a candidate from the list, the candidate ranked first shall receive the designation and be referred
to the General Assembly for confirmation. If the General Assembly is not in session, the designated candidate
shall serve as acting Child Advocate and be entitled to the compensation, privileges and powers of the Child
Advocate until the General Assembly meets to take action on said appointment. The person appointed Child
Advocate shall serve for a term of four years and may be reappointed or shall continue to hold office until such
person's successor is appointed and qualified. Upon any vacancy in the position of Child Advocate and until such
time as a candidate has been confirmed by the General Assembly or, if the General Assembly is not in session,
has been designated by the Governor, the Associate Child Advocate shall serve as the acting Child Advocate and
be entitled to the compensation, privileges and powers of the Child Advocate.

Spending Cap
• Implemented in FY 92- Constitutional
Amendment
• Calculated from Previous Year’s Base (Total
Appropriated Funds)
• $ Cap = Base Year Appropriations X 5-Year
Average Income Growth (or Prior Year Year’s
Inflation Rate, Which Ever is Higher)
• Excluded: Debt Payments, Grants to Distressed
Municipalities & Federal Mandates & Court
Orders (1st year only)

The Spending Cap
Not What It Seems
• A 3/5ths vote is required
to override the cap
• The cap has been
overridden in every year
that the state had a
surplus
• This has allowed
spending $2 billion in
excess of the capped
amount
• In FY 05 the cap was
overridden before the
fiscal year even began

Suggestions
• Try to get dollars appropriated to a separate
budget line item (a separate SID)- there are
legal restrictions on reductions to individual line
items
• If dollars are combined in an existing line item
they can be eliminated more easily during a
fiscal year
• Work within the system and use the resources
• Meet with the agency, talk to the OPM & OFA
budget analysts, keep in touch with house and
senate staff

Resources
• Office of Policy and Management –
Governor’s Budget, Executive Budget
Documents http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/
• Office of Fiscal Analysis- Budget
Workshops, Legislative Budget
Documents http://www.cga.ct.gov/ofa/
• Office of the State Comptroller – Official
Financial Statements on the Budget
http://www.osc.ct.gov/reports/

