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March 7, 2002

HUMAN SERVICES COMMITTEE TESTIMONY

Re: SB-444, AAC State Support for Legal Immigrants

Ellen Andrews -- Executive Director, CT Health Policy Project

Senator Handley, Representative Gerratana and other distinguished committee members, I want to thank you for this opportunity to address SB-444. 

I urge you to pass this important legislation. Legal immigrants have come to America, and to Connecticut, to find a better life for themselves and their families. They make vital contributions to our economy and our culture. They pay taxes and follow the rules. It is unfair to deny them access to decent health care and other basic human needs. It is also counter-productive, as people denied coverage will access care when they become ill – but they will tend to delay that care until their illnesses have become more severe and difficult to treat. Those increased costs will be passed onto the rest of us in higher premiums and higher taxes. This bill is not only the right thing for Connecticut’s health, but it is also the right thing for Connecticut’s bottom line. I urge your support.

Thank you for your attention to this important issue and your commitment to the health of all Connecticut residents.

